
 
 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Council Advisory Body, Board & Commission Bylaws: 
  Membership Residency Requirement 
 
DATE:  May 20, 2003 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider City residency as a condition of membership in a City 

Advisory Body, Board, or Commission. 
 
FACTS: 1. Late 2001, the City Council adopted policies to govern Council-related activities. 
 

2. The Policies include provisions affecting the formation, organization, membership, 
and conduct of City Advisory Bodies, Boards & Commissions. 

 
3. Council Policy requires that appointees to City advisory bodies be residents of the 

City (Exhibit A). 
 
4. Subsequent to adoption of the Council Policies, development of standardized 

bylaws for all such bodies was requested. 
 

5. A Council subcommittee (F. Mecham & G. Finigan) presented draft standardized 
bylaws on March 18, 2003 for consideration (Exhibit B). 

 
6. The draft bylaws included residency requirements, but expanded the definition of 

residency to include those who either own businesses, or represent non-profit 
associations headquartered, in town. 

 
7. The City Council approved the draft with one modification:  the requirement for 

City “residency” was to be amended to allow that only a majority of the members 
need be residents. 

 
8. The proposed modification is not consistent with adopted Council Policy. 

 
9. Revisions to the bylaws consistent with the Council’s 3/18/03 directive are 

attached for consideration (Exhibit C).  Should the Council approve the revised 
language, Council Policy Section 3.2.2 shall also require revision – revised 
language is presented for consideration (Exhibit D). 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: Council Policy provisions regarding committee membership – residency, term 

limits, etc. – were established to facilitate and encourage citizen involvement and 
interaction.  It was discussed at the time that the population of the City is adequate 
to assure an ample supply of interested persons, and that City business is 
principally a concern and responsibility of City residents. 

 
 Additionally, as the standardized bylaws were being developed, considerable 

discussion focused upon inclusion not only of those who reside in town, but those 
who own businesses and/or are appointed as representatives of nonprofit 
associations headquartered in town.  The definition of residency was broadened to 
include such business and association interests. 

 
 As a result of the broad residency definition, many who do not reside in town 

would be eligible to formally participate in City affairs.  
 



 
 
 
 The March 18 Council request to modify membership requirements so that only a 

majority of members need be residents can certainly be accommodated.  However, 
given the broad definition of residency as detailed above (and in Exhibit B), it is 
possible that City bodies could have a majority of members that reside outside of 
town. 

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Council Policy Section 3.2.2; Standardized Bylaws Section 3a. 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: None 
 
OPTIONS: A. Approve Revised Residency Requirements as Presented in Exhibits C & D. 
 

B. Approve/Retain Residency Requirements as Presented in Exhibits A & B. 
 
C. Amend, Modify or Reject the Options Above. 

 
 
 
 
 
Exhibits: A – Council Policy Section 3.2.2 
 B – 3/18/03 Draft Standard Bylaws 
 C – Draft Revisions to Standard Bylaws Section 3a. 
 D – Draft Revisions to Council Policy Section 3.2.2 
   


























